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Overview  
Entrepreneurship—or new firm formation—has become an imperative for every single country and economy. The global market liberation that has intensified business competition, also created business opportunities and new challenges for governments and entrepreneurs alike. In order to take advantage of global economic trends and to provide friendly business environment, governments across the world in partnership with other stakeholders
, support various types of enterprise development programmes or models and provide necessary facilities and infrastructure. Some of the examples are business incubators, innovation centres, business nurseries, shared workspaces, business accelerators and business hubs
, an extensive list of different concepts yet with same ultimate objectives that are business creation and growth. From a global perspective, supported business facilities are widely known for their diversities in ownership structure and industry. 
For most of these programmes small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are the main beneficiaries. It is widely known that entrepreneurs and small businesses stimulate economic growth and job creation. For example, the European Commission consider SMEs and entrepreneurship as key to ensuring economic growth. One of the programmes supported by the EU is the Enterprise Europe Network, apparently the world’s largest support network for SMEs helping businesses innovate and grow internationally
. In fact, most of business development programmes worldwide are built around the mobilisation of resources, allocated by governments. As innovation is a driver of many businesses globally, programmes for business support often focus on innovation capacity building where, beside talented entrepreneurs a “whole-of-government” approach is need
. Fowler and Vermaas (2007) argues that currently a significant employment rate growth can only come from support for local innovation, research and technological development that require advanced skills and leadership
.
As supported business environments and associated facilities continue to proliferate around the globe, scholars, policy makers and business practitioners lack a better understanding of this wide spreading phenomenon. Indeed, the complexity of the subject creates confusion in a number of aspects therefore requires comprehensive and critical analysis, the rationale behind the proposing the special issue. Selected papers should make a contribution to debates on supported business environments by offering insights into important aspects of the processes through which identified concepts determined and valued. How to measure, identify and survey spinoff firms or spawns is also an important question that one of the prospect contributors would address and examine. Moreover, it is not yet clear which of the available supported business programme a useful concept for all geographical contexts is? 
Understanding the process of entrepreneurship and business formation goes beyond business or economic studies, the subject from recently has also caught the interest of researchers across different disciplines, including economic geography
. In actual fact, entrepreneurs and innovators through business formation change places thus inevitably influence and shape social, institutional and cultural processes. In this context, we need more future‐oriented narratives as well as historical context of business development programmes deconstructing ‘the dynamic process that creates and sustains such programmes’
. The special issue is calling for papers that will fill those and other highlighted research gaps.  
 Potential topics / questions suitable for review articles include but are not limited are:
· Review of all types of business development programmes or concepts.  
· Does political ideology contribute to business hubs development? 
· What drives supportive business environment value chain?

· How to develop an effective analysis of tangibility of a particular business development programmes outputs?
· What are the investment objectives of development programmes facility investors?
· Why some of the concepts perform better than others?

· What are the key elements of a business development programme innovation system?
· How and to what extant individual programmes shape social, institutional and cultural processes?
· Supporting measures for the start-up of new firms?

· Supporting measures for the early growth and scale-up of start-ups?

· Supporting measures for the growth of firms in general? 
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